
As of January 2021 
FLIGHT RESTRICTIONS CONTAINED IN THE NEW LEGISLATION FOR MODEL 
AIRCRAFT AND DRONES: 
  
1. Height above ground level (AGL) for all unmanned aircraft according to CAA Publication CAP 
722 must not exceed 400 feet unless Article 16 Authorisation applies.  
 
2. Article 16 Authorisation is issued by the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) to the following 
organisations: 

• Scottish Aeromodellers Association (SAA) 
• British Model Flying Association (BMFA) 
• Large Model Association (LMA) 
• FPV UK 

 
Members of these groups may fly within the limitations of this Authorisation. Ie: 

a. They are authorised to operate above 400 feet with aircraft (excluding multi-rotors), 
which weigh less than 7.5 Kg. 

b. They are permitted to operate sailplanes over 7.5 Kg, (but not exceeding 14 Kg), up to 
400 feet above the pilot 

c. Model aircraft weighing more than 7.5 Kg. must not be flown higher than 400 feet AGL 
without permission from the CAA. 

 
3. No-fly zones around airfields are now based on the existing aerodrome traffic zone (ATZ), 
which has a radius of either two or two and a half nautical miles. In addition to this there is a 
corridor extending out 5 kilometres from any runway threshold, along the runway extended centre 
line. This corridor is 1 kilometre wide. 
  
  
FLYING AWAY FROM CLUB SITES. 
Many of us fly from specific, designated sites and as part of a club environment. However, ‘solo’ 
flight from other locations is also possible provided that the models are operated in accordance 
with the requirements of the law and are flown with respect to the safety of other people and 
aircraft. 
  
The regulations for model aircraft flights are contained within the Air Navigation Order 2016 
(ANO), which is the primary document for all aviation regulations within the United Kingdom. In 
order to keep the regulations at a proportionate level for smaller models, a set of specific, simpler, 
regulations apply to aircraft that have a mass of 20kg or less (which are termed ‘small unmanned 
aircraft’ within the ANO). �In simple terms, these regulations state that: 
  
a. You are responsible for flying your model aircraft in a safe manner 
b. You must keep the model aircraft in your direct sight at all times while it is flying, so that you 
can ensure that it does not collide with anything, especially other aircraft 
c. You must not endanger anyone, or any thing with your model aircraft, including any articles 
that you drop from it 
d. You must not fly at a height greater than 400ft above the surface unless permitted to by the 
CAA (Article 16 Authorisation). 
e. You must not fly within the Flight Restriction Zone of a protected aerodrome 
  
The information contained above is correct at the time of writing. I will attempt to keep this 
information current. However I will not be held responsible if future changes to the legislation are 
issued which may invalidate the above.  It is the legal responsibility of the pilot to ensure that they 
remain current with any changes to the legislation.  
  
Compiled by John Miller from CAA information currently available on this date Saturday 10 
April 2021. 
	


